
 

 

 

2nd Quarter --- SY 21-22 

Happy Holidays! We hope you’ve had a great Winter break! 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
aMcKinley Wins 1st 

Place at Great Lakes 

Comp!! (See pg. 4)  
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JROTC Staff Team                                        

 

XO (Executive Officer): “As the XO, I coordinate with the staff and prepare to 

facilitate our staff training meetings to prepare and coordinate our upcoming 

events and competitions. I also take charge when the Battalion Commander is 

absent. This message is brought to you by “THE BIG XO OF THE MACK 

BATTALION AKA THE JROTC BARBER” C/MAJ Isaiah Owens 

 

S-1 (Admin Personnel): “Responsible for keeping morning drill attendance, 

keeping track of the battalion numbers, and putting the cadets in our JROTC Unit 

Management System (JUMS). Also makes sure that cadets have their 

community service hours from events and are awarded their ribbon/cord/rank” 

C/CPT Deshaun Barton 

 

S-2 (Intel & Security): “My role as the S-2 is to make sure that I obtain weather 

information for any upcoming events. I am also in charge of our drill rifle inventory 

making sure they are all there and accounted for. I am currently in the process of 

making a merit and demerit system with the S-1 to use for field trips and other 

activities.” C/CPT Ehdah Dah 

 

S-3 (Operations & Training): “As the S-3 I am responsible for coordinating and 

managing events in JUMS(JROTC Unit Management System). I also track the 

Unit Report Statistics. We need a certain amount of points to maintain our gold 

star, or honor unit with distinction status. The Battle Rhythm is updated weekly 

on the parking lot board and the monthly calendars are updated to match our 

upcoming events. If you have any questions about upcoming events or anything 

else you can come to me. ” C/MAJ Aidan Redlein 

 

S-4 (Logistics & Supply): “I’m responsible for keeping track of clothing items 

within JROTC i.e Windbreakers, jackets, pants, ribbons along with anything that 

is put on the uniform and their records. I also am in charge of issuing these 

clothing items so if you are in need of an item make a note on Parking lot board 

(Right above the water fountain in JROTC), I am also responsible for uniform 

returns” C/CPT Ivan Soto 

 

S-5 (Public Affairs): “I’m the one responsible for creating the monthly/quarterly 

newsletters, including this one. I also create the storyboards you see in the 

JROTC room. I’m open to anyone (LET 1s included!) interested in helping with 

any newsletter articles or storyboards, just let me or any staff member know!” 

C/CPT Darren Smith 
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Great Lakes Competition                                            

 

          On December 4th, the Mack Battalion traveled to South Park high school on a cold 

morning day. Our battalion almost did a clean sweep for a second time but fell short in 

super squad drill taking home  2nd place.Great lakes is the largest competition in our 

league and consists of 6 schools ,Dunkirk , Carthage ,Rochester, South Park, Mckinley, 

and Hutch Tech. All the other events we competed in we took home 1st place and took 

home that beautiful 1st place overall trophy.  

~by C/MAJ Isaiah Owens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1st Place Color Guard, lead by Jerome Lopez                   1st Place Unarmed Platoon, lead by Isaiah Owens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
       

1st Place Armed Platoon, lead by Eh Ku Thein 
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Staff Brief                                        

 

  On December 7th, the Mack Battalion had their monthly 

meeting for the whole battalion. We have these monthly 

meetings to make sure 

everyone in the battalion is up 

to date with their knowledge 

of how the program functions. 

Everyone got to know more 

about the staff members and 

their positions and our 

upcoming events.  

 

~by C/CPL Madison Jankovsky 

 

Connect Life Club                                       

 

The first Connect Life Club meeting was held on January 

13th. In the meeting a short presentation was shown, 

which included information about Connect life and what 

donating blood and 

becoming an organ 

donor can do for 

others. The club is 

looking to do 2 

blood drives. One 

on February 8th, 

and the other is to 

be determined. Thank you to all the cadets that came! 

 

 

 

~by C/MAJ Aidan Redlein, Advisor of the Connect Life Club 
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RAIDERS                                 

 

Our Raiders team makes up part of the physical 

fitness aspect of JROTC. We get to school BEFORE 

morning practice and we head down to the weight 

room to condition ourselves for the physical 

challenges ahead, such as the Cadet Challenge (next 

article) and their competition. We also either go 

down to the basement or outside to practice our rope-

bridge, where we tie a long rope to two different 

pillars/trees and work as a team to rappel across a 

(imaginary) river.  

The Raiders’ competition happens close to the end of the year, where they go down to 

Camp Pioneer and compete against other schools in a series of physical challenges, such 

as Push-ups, Sit-ups, Rope Bridge, 1 mile run and other miscellaneous challenges. It’s all 

a very fun experience and it’s a great opportunity for cadets to get themselves into better 

habits! 

~by C/CPT Darren Smith 

Cadet Challenge                                  

 

 The Cadet Challenge is a series of physical events held in JROTC. The challenge consists 

of at least 6 different workouts, which include push-ups, sit-ups, pull-ups, a shuttle run and 

a 1 mile run. You are graded on each event. If you score high enough grades for each event 

you may qualify for the National or even Presidential fitness award, with the Presidential 

being the highest achievement in the cadet challenge. 

 
~by C/CPT Darren Smith  
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Command Improvement Project                                     

 

 The Command Improvement Project is an annual project in which the 

Staff team brainstorms ways they could improve on various different 

things for the battalion as a whole. There were 5 different positions 

established for this project, each with their own 

task to do in order to keep the meetings 

organized and up to date with information. We 

frequently use the SMART method (Specific, 

Measurable, Attainable, Results, Time Bound) 

as criteria in order to choose which problems in the battalion should 

be addressed. 

~by C/CPT Ivan Soto 

 

JROTC Stats         
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National Honor Society Nominees                                               

 

The National Honor Society (NHS) is a nationwide organization for 

high school students in the United States and outlying territories, 

which consists of many chapters in high schools. Selection is based 

on four criteria: scholarship (academic achievement), leadership, 

service, and character.  

The NHS motto is noblesse oblige (French: "nobility obligates"). The 

Dictionnaire de l'Académie française defines it thus: 

 

1. Whoever claims to be noble must conduct himself nobly. 

2. (Figuratively) One must act in a fashion that conforms to one's position, and 

with the reputation that one has earned. 

Qualifications for the NHS require the students maintain an 85 or better academic GPA, 

have excellent character attendance and behavior along with recommendations from 

faculty to attest their character.  

 

 
 

Cadets that are inducted to the National Honor Society earn both the NHS Wreath that they 

can proudly wear above their name tags on their Class A uniform and the Yellow Academic 

Achievement Cord. 

 

 

 

                                   

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_school
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scholarship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leadership
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Selfless_service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moral_character
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noblesse_oblige
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dictionnaire_de_l%27Acad%C3%A9mie_fran%C3%A7aise
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JROTC JLAB and Academic Team                                             

Academic Team 

The academic team is set up so there's an “Advanced Team”, a “LET 1 Team” and an 

“Individual Team”. In these teams, you would study LET 1 Curriculum (unit 1 ), Algebra I 

and English I. For the Advanced Team you would study JROTC curriculum and SAT/ACT 

Math and English questions.  

On January 29th, the McKinley Academic team attended 

the academic competition, hosted by Hutch Tech. There 

were 3 teams for each school, an Advanced Team A, 

Advanced Team B and a LET 1 team. Our LET 1 Team 

came in 2nd place and our Advanced Team B made it to 

the finals and came in 2nd place overall. Great job 

Macks! 

~by C/CPT Deshaun Barton, Advisor of the Academic 

Team 

 

JLAB  

Congratulations to the McKinley HS JROTC 

Leadership and Academic Teams!   Both teams have 

successfully advanced to the 2nd Level of 

Competition scoring in the top 50th Percentile in both 

events.  It is the first time that McKinley has advanced 

in BOTH Leadership and Academics in the same 

year.   Level 2 competition opens on 1 February and 

must be completed by 15 February, winners of the 2nd 

Round compete for the national title in Washington 

DC to be the top Leadership and Academic team 

among the over 1,700 JROTC programs in the 

country.  Last year our Sister Battalion at Hutch Tech 

paved the way showing us the road to success and successfully won JLAB 2021 1st Place 

Nationally out of 1,709 JROTC programs. Let's do our best to keep the title in WNY! 

Good Luck to both of our JROTC Leadership and Academic Teams!  
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REMIND APP                                                   

 

 

Text “Mackbn” 
To  

81010 

Get all the notifications about JROTC report times, Community Services, 

Uniform Inspections and more. 

 

 

 

 

JROTC Youtube Channel                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have our very own YouTube Channel! Subscribe here: 
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UPCOMING CALENDARS                                           

 
 

 

Every THURSDAY is Physical Fitness Training Day. Cadets learn to work their body 

in a positive way to gain strength, flexibility and good overall conditioning in a safe way. 

Cadets learn the “Army Way” of conducting Physical Training and gain leadership skills 

as they rotate taking charge and leading the various exercises. 
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GUESS THE JROTC RANKS                                           

 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Answers are located on Page 9 

 


